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Application for Campus Ministry’s  

 

International Service-Immersion Experiences 
 

Completed applications are due in to the Campus Ministry Office, on 

MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018 

 

 

A Completed Application Will Include the Following: 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Information 

 

 
Name: ___________________________________ Email Address: ____________________________ 

 

Cell: ______________ Student ID Number: ____________ 

 

Name of Parents/Guardians: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Major: __________________    GPA: _____        Year:    1     2     3      4     G 

 

Age: _____    Birth Date: __________       Gender: ____________ 

 This completed application, including your signature on our 

covenant 

 4 photocopies of your passport picture page stapled to the 

left-hand corner of this application.  If you do not have your passport, 

please attach a head shot of yourself. 

 1-2 page essay 

 Sign-up for an interview - Alice will email you after you submit 

your application to sign up for an interview.  
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Our International Service-Immersion Program 
 

Le Moyne College offers our service-immersion experiences because we are a Catholic, Jesuit 

institution.  In our program, we intentionally place participants in direct contact with the poor 

and marginalized for extended exposure experiences in the hopes that participants will learn the 

value of building relationships across socio-economic lines, increase their awareness of the 

injustices in the world and connect to the ways that they are being called to build up our human 

family—with a special concern for those most disadvantaged.  Our program revolves around the 

four cornerstone values of simplicity, spirituality, social justice and solidarity.  We take our 

motivation from the following voices: 

 

 
Rev. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J., the former Superior General of the Society of Jesus, in his talk to the 

members of a Jesuit University in the United States in 2000, implored that:   

“Students, in the course of their formation, must let the gritty reality of this world 

into their lives, so they can learn to feel it, think about it critically, respond to its 

suffering and engage it constructively. They should learn to perceive, think, judge, 

choose and act for the rights of others, especially the disadvantaged and the 

oppressed. 

 

 
Rev. Adolfo Nicolás, S.J., the current Superior General of the Society of Jesus, in an address to Jesuit 

Higher Education Institutions in Mexico City in 2010 with:  

“the depth of thought and imagination in the Ignatian tradition involves a profound 

engagement with the real . . . the world as we encounter it; the world of the senses so 

vividly described in the Gospels themselves; a world of suffering and need, a broken 

world with many broken people in need of healing.  We start there.  We don’t run away 

from there.  And then Ignatius guides us and students of Jesuit education, as he did his 

retreatants, to enter into the depths of that reality.  Beyond what can be perceived most 

immediately, he leads one to see the hidden presence and action of God in what is seen, 

touched, smelt, felt.  And that encounter with what is deepest changes the person.” 

 

 

Every service-immersion experience with Campus Ministry will be on the spectrum of 

service to immersion—that is, direct hands-on action all the way to what is often the much 

harder ministry of being with, listening to and learning from the people we serve.  While each 

one of our trips is different, the overall objective for all of them is the same.  The program seeks 

to expose participants to people who are impoverished and marginalized in order to challenge 

our preconceived notions about the world and transform us into women and men who are 

committed to justice and to serving others.   
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Service Immersion Trip Description 
 

El Salvador Encounter, El Salvador 
El Salvador Encounter is a faith-based delegation experience where participants learn from the 

Salvadoran people about their lives, histories, and hopes for the future. A major focus of the 

encounter is to reflect on the meaning of working for justice rather than working for charity, 

understanding one's role as a global citizen, and humanizing the different issues that are present 

in our societies. This immersion experience is centered around the service of listening and takes 

inspiration from Monsignor Romero to give voice to the voiceless. Our team will spend 8 days in 

El Salvador, learning directly from the Salvadorans about issues such as the impact of war, 

Blessed Archbishop Oscar Romero, the Jesuit martyrs, neo-liberal economics, U.S. foreign 

policy, migration, mining, the environment and a tradition of liberating faith. Participants will 

spend a few nights staying with host families.  Spanish, while helpful, is not necessary.   

For more information, visit the website at http://www.crispaz.org/ 

 

Tentative Dates: Thursday, January 10, 2019 – Thursday, January 17, 2019 

Cost: $1,800 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIP COSTS INCLUDE: 
➢ Airplane tickets 
➢ Lodging and Meals 
➢ In-country Transportation 
➢ All Program-related activities 
➢ International health insurance 

TRIP COSTS DO NOT INCLUDE: 
➢ Costs to secure your Passport 

➢ Visa costs, if necessary 

➢ Immunizations 

➢ Pre-trip assigned books 

➢ Souvenirs and gifts purchased abroad 

 

http://www.crispaz.org/


4 
 

Financial Responsibility 
 

 

Although we try to keep our program expenses to a minimum, we understand that the cost of 

these experiences can be daunting.   

 

 

Campus Ministry will attempt to help you fundraise in the months leading up to your immersion 

experience.  However, ultimately you are responsible for the cost of the trip.  Your personal 

fundraising initiative and creativity will go the furthest in helping you to meet your goal.  Below 

are the different financial deadlines that you need to meet to continue on with your team. 

 

 

 $300 out-of-pocket deposit due Monday, May 7, 2018.  Failing to pay this 

symbolically says that you are not committed to this trip and threatens your ability to 

continue. 

 $600 is due Wednesday, August 29, 2018 

 $500 is due Wednesday, September 26, 2018  

 Remainder of Money is due Wednesday, October 24, 2018  
o $400 for El Salvador 

 

 

● If you are struggling to raise money, it is your responsibility to be proactive and approach 

Campus Ministry to learn about your options.  

 

 

● All money turned in to Campus Ministry is non-refundable.  Any money that is over-

fundraised will go directly to the sites we are partnering with to further their mission.   

 

 

● In the event that a trip is cancelled for unforeseen reasons (almost always for a safety 

concern), Campus Ministry will do everything possible to refund you the full cost.  

However, some expenses might be lost and are beyond Campus Ministry’s control. 
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Our Four Cornerstone Values 
 

Simplicity – “Putting first things, recognizably, first.” – Daniel Berrigan, S.J.  

 

Life can get complex.  Sometimes we need to strip away some of that complexity in order to 

remember what is truly important.  Focusing on simple living allows us to reconnect with what is 

essential—simple pleasures, connecting with the people around you, listening.  Embracing 

simplicity allows us to value relationships over things; to hear the voices of our brothers and 

sisters, the voice of our own inner-self, and the voice of God. 

 

 

Social Justice – “When I give food to the poor, they call me a saint.  When I ask why the poor 

have no food, they call me a communist.”  - Dom Helder Camara 

 

Justice is people living in right relationships that uphold the human dignity of all.  From the 

starting point of our common human dignity, a socially just society safeguards the rights of all 

people to what is required for a decent life so that everyone can reach his or her full potential.  

Fighting for social justice is about correcting the root causes of an injustice by asking, “Why is 

this happening?  How can we do this differently?”  As long as people in this world continue to be 

systematically marginalized, dismissed and thrown away, we will continue to seek social justice 

by fighting to change systems that dehumanize.  

 

 

Solidarity - “If you have come to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come 

because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.” - Aboriginal activists 

group 

 

Solidarity begins with the knowledge that our humanity depends on everyone else’s humanity.  

We are all connected and we all have a common responsibility for one another.  Solidarity is not 

a connection based on a hierarchy of giver and receiver, but implies togetherness in every sense 

of the word.  It means a true relationship of sacrifice for one another that is reciprocal and 

necessitates commitment.  It means that when we serve someone, we are also served by that 

person.  The end result of true solidarity is everyone feels returned to themselves. 

 

 

Spirituality – “If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”  Jeremiah 29:13 

 

We ask you to engage your faith and/or values in this experience.  Our Jesuit tradition calls us to 

become “contemplatives in action”; that is, to work actively for and with the poor and to be just 

as active in reflecting on God’s presence in our work and our relationships.  We need to spend 

time engaging our experiences wholeheartedly, reflecting together, allowing silence in and 

listening to where God or our Truth is guiding us.   The end result of knowing God is seeing the 

world how God sees it – a world worth falling in love with, messiness and all. 
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Service Background Information 
 

Going abroad with Campus Ministry on one of our International Service-Immersion Experiences 

is not a vacation.  It is a unique opportunity to work alongside the marginalized and be exposed 

to their reality.  We are looking for candidates who have a proven commitment to service. 
 

Have you participated in a Service-Immersion trip before either at Le Moyne or elsewhere?  Please 

explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

List clubs, groups, sports, honors societies or anything else you are currently involved in at Le 

Moyne: 

 

 

 

 

 

What service have you done here at Le Moyne College (besides service trips)? 

 

 

 

 

 

What service have you done outside of Le Moyne? 

 

 

 

 

What else can you tell us about your commitment to service? 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever traveled internationally before?  Please explain. 

 

 

 

 

Which language have you studied and what is the highest level you have taken (No foreign language 

abilities are required for any of our trips): 
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Spiritual Background Information 
 

You are applying for a Campus Ministry program.  If you are selected for one of our 

International Service-Immersion Experiences, you do not have to be Catholic, Christian or even 

practice a religion to participate, but you do have to be willing to engage your spirituality or 

ethical framework in our preparation process, in the reflections we have each night while abroad, 

and in your experience as a whole.  Every night on each of our trips, we spend an hour reflecting 

about our day through the eyes of our faith, values, and sense of justice.  If you are not 

comfortable sharing about your spiritual life, you might sign up for a Campus Ministry retreat to 

practice this. 
 

What is your faith background and practice, if any? 
 

 

 

 

Have you ever been on a retreat or been a part of a faith-based club or group at Le Moyne or 

elsewhere before?  Please explain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you comfortable praying with other people or sharing personally and deeply from your heart?  

When have you done this in the past? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What else can you tell us about your history of engaging your spirituality with your life and/or your 

willingness to engage your spirituality on this experience? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please provide us with the name and phone number of a person who would be able to talk 

about your commitment to service and/or spirituality.  (This person cannot be a relative.) 

 

Name:_________________________  Phone Number:_____________________ 
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Quick Financial Snapshot 
 

1. How confident are you about paying for this trip? 

 

 

 

 

2. How much do you think you can personally fundraise for this trip?  How will you pay for 

the rest of the trip?  

 

 

 

 

3.  What fundraising ideas do you have? 

 

 

 

 

4. Have you discussed this service-immersion program with your parents/guardians?  If you 

are accepted, do they support you in having this experience?  Please explain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essay 
 

In a separate 1-2 page typed essay, please answer the following questions:   
 

1. How have your personal experiences and values drawn you to a program with our 

mission? (for clarity on our mission, see page 2 of this application) 

 

2. How do you see this trip as an integral part of your educational experience here at   

Le Moyne College?   
 

3. Why did you choose to apply to the El Salvador Service Immersion Trip? 
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Covenant of Participation and Behavior for Campus Ministry’s 

International Service-Immersion Experiences 
 

Although you are signing up voluntarily for this experience, the preparation process is 

lengthy and demanding.   For the next academic year, we require participants to actively learn 

about their travel destination, their teammates and our four cornerstone values via workshops, 

trainings, readings, and events and also to fundraise.  These preparatory events are mandatory 

and your ability to travel with us is contingent upon you joining us. 

 

Once you leave to go abroad, remember that you are not on vacation—these kinds of trips 

are stressful!  You will be eating new foods, sleeping in tight quarters, being at the whim of 

someone else’s schedule, struggling with a language barrier and will have limited contact with 

your families.  All of these factors will challenge your ability to stay rested, positive, flexible and 

focused.  However, that is exactly what we will expect from you.  While participating in our 

program, as a representative of Le Moyne College you need to be responsible for your conduct.  

You need to be culturally sensitive, careful about your safety, willing to settle for less than the 

comforts you experience at home, flexible about your needs, willing to live by standards of 

behavior that perhaps are higher than in your home culture, and at all times remain focused on 

your reason for being abroad.  The success of our programs depends on a high degree of 

personal maturity and responsibility on the part of participants.  Therefore, every participant 

will be held accountable to our Cornerstone Values: 
 

1. Social Justice: Social Justice is not only working alongside the underserved—it is committing 

to explore the causes of injustice and to take action on behalf of the common good.  A 

commitment to justice involves challenging our acquired ways of thinking and feeling so that we 

can identify and confront structures that create poverty and oppression: 

● I will listen to, work with and learn from those on the margins of society. 

● I will seek to know the truth of situations, rather than relying on my prejudices and biases. 

● I will challenge myself to go deeper and explore the root causes of injustices I witness, even 

if these causes implicate me and my lifestyle. 

● I will strive to become just in my own thoughts, language and actions. 

 

2. Simplicity: While traveling, you will be forced to live without a lot of the comforts you rely on 

here at Le Moyne.  To get the most out of this experience, we ask that you shed your desire for 

material comforts and the use of technology as a crutch for communication in favor of embracing 

the richness of a simpler lifestyle that focuses on building face-to-face relationships with others.  

Living the simple life is liberating and energizing because you become centered less on things 

and more on people. 

● I will strive to cultivate a positive outlook, realizing that conditions may be less comfortable 

than those I am used to at home. 

● I will deliberately forgo the use of technology to the extent that is possible in order to focus 

on the present moment and the people around me. 

● I will find value in developing meaningful relationships with the people I encounter. 

● I will not seek to bring my ways, my food, my language or my mentality to the people I 

encounter, but rather seek to experience the richness of what is theirs. 
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3. Solidarity:  The basis of solidarity lies in the realization that our humanity depends on everyone 

else’s humanity.  During these experiences, we must remember that when we serve someone, we 

are also being served by that person.  This creates a relationship of mutuality, where we both 

learn and grow. 
● I will be open and honest with other team members and willing to be open and share part of 

my life with them. 

● I will actively participate in the team’s activities from beginning to end with an attitude of 

respect and working together for a shared goal. 

● I will not seek to “accomplish” so much as to listen, learn and patiently plant seeds that may 

not bear fruit until long after I am gone. 

● I will seek to accompany the people I meet as a companion on their road to justice and 

liberation, striving for mutuality. 

● I will commit once home to working on behalf of the marginalized in this world. 

 

4. Spirituality: This international experience is an opportunity for to interface your real world 

experiences with your faith and values.  You will see and hear things that will make you feel 

uncomfortable – startling poverty, people living without hope because they are living without 

access to the basic necessities of education and health and economic opportunity, countries who 

have seen wars and have been the pawns of global politics.  Living the value of spirituality means 

living as “contemplatives in action”, reflecting on God’s presence in all the gritty complexities of 

the world. 
● I will allow the reality of my experiences sink deeply into my heart and challenge my 

assumptions. 

● I will attempt to find God in all things, especially the gritty complexity of the world. 

● I will commit to growing in spirituality together with my team. 

● I will use our reflection sessions each night as a time to ask what my faith or my values has to 

say about the situations I am witnessing and the people I am meeting and I will not shy away 

from bringing a critical awareness to the situation. 

● I will willingly pray with my team and respectfully attend any religious services. 

 

Personal Conduct:   
Having a safe and respectful experience is among our top priorities. The following therefore are very 

important when traveling with your team: 

● I will not make decisions that affect the group or the program independently of the team 

leaders.  Rather, I understand that I am just one part of a larger team and that following the rules 

and guidelines set forth by my leadership team will keep our entire team safe and healthy.  This 

includes never going off-site on my own. 

● I will not drink alcoholic beverages. I understand that this is a service trip not a vacation. 

● I will neither bring, buy, nor use illegal drugs at any time.  I understand that if I violate this 

policy I will be sent home at my own expense. 

● I will not engage in sexual behavior.  I realize that engaging in sexual behavior could have 

devastating consequences while jeopardizing the future of Campus Ministry trips and would be 

inconsistent with the values of our Catholic, Christian college.  Therefore, I will conduct myself 

with integrity in regard to my sexual behavior in regards to my team members and the people I 

meet abroad.  I understand that if I violate this policy I will be sent home at my own expense. 

Placing your name after this statement indicates that you have read, understood, and 

agreed to abide by all of the above: 

Name:        Date:     
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The Preparation Process 
 

If you are selected for an international service-immersion team, you are required to: 

➢ Attend monthly Weekend Workshops and various team meetings organized by the 

student leaders of your trip.   

➢ Read books and articles, watch movies and attend speakers throughout the year related to 

social justice issues or your destination in particular.   

➢ Participate in individual and team fundraising activities. 

   

Failure to fulfill these requirements jeopardizes your ability to travel with your team.   
 

Below is a schedule of the Weekend Workshops for our program.  In addition to these dates there 

will be also be team meetings organized by your team leaders.  However, please check the 

following dates in your calendar and be prepared to discuss your availability in your interview: 

 
KICK OFF THE MISSION WORKSHOP 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 1:00pm-3:00pm 

Meet your team and start learning about the mission of this trip! 
 

TEAM FUNDRAISING PLANS DUE 

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 

You’ll need to schedule a meeting prior to this deadline with your team to finalize fundraising plans. 

 

GLOBAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 2:00pm-5:00pm 

 

AUCTION PREP MEETING 

Sunday, September 23, 2018 8:00pm-9:00pm 

 

SERVICE IMMERSION TRIP AUCTION 

Monday, October 1 – Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

Three-day fundraiser culminating in a dinner on Wednesday, October 3rd.  Everyone is expected to work 3 

hours of the event during business hours Mon-Wed and work the entire auction dinner on Wednesday, 

October 3rd from 3pm-8pm. 

 
RETREAT WORKSHOP 

Friday, November 16, 2018 at 4:00pm -- Saturday, November 17, 2018 at 7:00pm 

 
EXPLORE YOUR COUNTRY WORKSHOP AND FINAL DETAILS MEETING 

Sunday, December 2 2018 4:00pm-6:30pm 

Meeting to discuss your assigned book and final details for the trip. 

 

 

 
For any further questions about our international experiences,  

please contact Alice Zicari in Campus Ministry at: zicariac@lemoyne.edu    

mailto:zicariac@lemoyne.edu

